Grade 4                               Realistic Fiction Writing Rubric                 Name_________________
	Category
	Not Yet— Level 1
	Needs Improvement Level—2  
	Proficient Level—3
	Advanced Level—4

	Organization

Story Has Characters,

Setting

Problem/ Solution
	No paragraphs. The writing doesn’t flow yet. Missing details. No solution to the character's problem There is no beginning, middle or end.

.
	Some information is not organized into paragraphs. The writing is only beginning to flow. Some details are out of sequence. The solution to the character's problem is not clear to understand The beginning, middle and end is out of order.


	Information is organized into paragraphs. The writing flows. Details are in sequence. Reader can understand the problem the main character faces and why it is a problem. The solution to the character's problem is clear to understand. There is a beginning, middle and end.
	Each paragraph is organized well  with clear transitions. The writing draws you in and carries you along. Plenty of juicy details in the right places. It is easy for the reader to understand the problem the main character faces and why it is a problem. The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is logical. There are no loose ends. There is a beginning, middle and end.

	Word Choice

Dialogue

Descriptive Language
	Has little or no descriptive language, and no evidence of the senses. No dialogue to bring the characters to life. 
	Has some descriptive language with some evidence of the senses. 1-2 pieces of dialogue is used to bring the characters to life. 
	Has good descriptive language, with evidence of the five senses.  Some dialogue is used to bring the characters to life. It is always clear which character is speaking.
	Rich descriptive language. Very visual. Plenty of evidence of the five senses. There is an appropriate amount of dialogue to bring the characters to life. It is always clear which character is speaking.

	Ideas

Using Mentor Text
	Ideas are not clear or focused. No title, or title does not support the text. Did not use mentor text to help craft story.
	Ideas need to be clearer and more focused. Title is too broad. Did not use mentor text successfully.
	Ideas are clear and focused. Title supports the text. The writer used the mentor text to improve the quality of his/her writing. 
	Ideas are captivating and well thought-out. Title entices you to read the story.

The writer used mentor texts to raise the quality of his/her writing. It is clear, when reading the story, he/she has imitated the writer’s craft and/or structure in the lead, closing, and/or body of the text.

	Closing
	There is no real ending leaving the reader unsatisfied
	The ending is too simple—it doesn’t fit the flow of the story or contains weak language leaving the reader confused
	The ending is good but does not fully clinch the paper, leaving the reader wanting more
	The final sentences clinch the piece well leaving the reader completely satisfied

	Conventions


	Some of the conventions are correct.
	Most of the conventions are correct.
	Almost everything is correct, including spelling, complete sentences, capitals and periods.
	Use of conventions is not only correct, but helps clarify and enhance the meaning. Few errors. 



